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ABSTRACT!

This thesis 1s entitled (Expansion and Obsolescence in
Kurdish lexicon). It adopts the descriptive analysis method.
Southern kurmanji dialect is the realm of this study, and
examples from Arabic, English, and other languages are used to
illustrative purposes in some places.

The thesis comprised three chapters, an introduction and a
conclusion.

In the first chapter, the lexicon and its types are discussed.
Language changes, through the process of Expansion and
Obsolescence, are illustrated and the majour reasons for these
changes are attributed to both linguistic and non-linguistic
factors. Another pivot in this chapter discusses the ways in
which words are formed.

Chapter two is allocated to the Expansion of the lexicon.
This Expansion is illustrated on the levels of the fields of
linguistic, literary, media, scientific, etc.

Chapter three is allocated to the Obsolescence of the
lexicon. This aspect in turn is illustrated through examples in the
fields of clothing, household stuff, weapons, career, etc.

A conclusion sums up the major outcomes of the thesis as
follows:

1. Language tends to develop rather than Obsolescence.
This can be attributed to the fact that life is continuously
changing and that Expansions in life lead to Expansions in
language. Yet, it takes years till a word died out from a
language.

2. Word Expansion sources are various. These sources are
not identical to those of word Obsolescence since a word is
already present in the lexicon, because its source and ways of
Expansion exist, and yet a factor contributes in its
Obsolescence.



