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Telicity is the property of a verb or verb phrase that can be presented as an action or an
event. It is being completed, in contrary, a verb or verb phrase that presents an action or
event as being incompleted is said thought to be atelic. The distinction between these two
categories are often relevant syntactically - verbs in Kurdish can be devided in to two
classes concerning their compatibily with time adverbials - for example, states, and
activities are often compatible with the prepositional ‘for-phrase’ since they are describing
a time duration, consquently, they are atelic. In contrast, while usually achievements are
not, acomplishents are telic, so they are compatible with a prepositional in-phrase, within
acertain time duration. Achievements are also telic, but they can be recognized with
accomplishments in that they are compatible with prepositional “at-phrase’.
Telicity can be considered in its lexical aspect. Here it is not a property of a verb in
separation, but partially a property of of a whole verb or verbs. Kurdish as one of the
agglutinate linguages has a non-verbal element of a verb (in non-simple forms). This is the
case whether the verb form described is within a telic or atelic situation. For example, “kird
= do” which take various different non-verbal elements, is actually “yari-kirdin-to play’ and
so is an activity and atelic. In contrast, in “win-kirdin-to loss’ it is an achievement so is
described as atelic situation. And “drwst-kirdn-to make”, describes a completed situation so
it is telic. While, statement like ‘ bawar-irdin to truth’ describes atelic situation.
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