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Abstract

This Thesis entitled, A Cognitive Account of Metonymy in Kurdish Language, tries to
analyze two related subjects which are cognitive linguistics and metonymy. The cognitive
linguistics as a new study in linguistics demonstrates some specified assumptions and
theories related to language in accordance with cognitive semantic and cognitive grammar
as a reaction and a completion to the other linguistic aspects within the school. In the
cognitive linguistics, the focus will be on the semantic aspect on language, plus a mental
analysis will be shown. Due to the above mentioned points regarding the cognitive
semantics, it is seen as a special analytical linguistics school rather than a single unique
theory within this field. Furthermore, cognitive semantics as an input plays an important
role for inquires and analytical studies in cognitive grammar. Thus, it clarifies that the
original grammatical structure of the sentences are based on the principles of inputs of the
conceptualization process which is an imbedded experience. These aforementioned points
are for the sake of presenting the man’s whole cognitive capabilities (even his language) as
one package which are mentally recognized and practiced.

Despite signifying language as man’s cognitive ability as its other capabilities, there
are many other linguistic circumstances which are recognized and constructed based on
other speakers’ level of recognition such as metonymy. The blending theory in the cognitive
semantics, contrary to other traditional linguistic schools’ inquires, investigates metonymy
either mentally and cognitively. It also demonstrates cognitive metonymy as some
constrictive recognition phases in which its usage will based on familiarity, aim, and the
speakers’ ability in conceptualizing utterance in a metonymical form. These aspects will
form the general structure of this inquiry. In spite of the introduction, conclusion, and the
references, this thesis includes three crucial parts as follow:

Chapter one composes of two parts which are classified as bellow:

Part one (conceptual bases of the cognitive linguistics) concentrates on working on
cognitive linguistics’ school as a new reasoning and linguistic studies after transformational
schools which demonstrates some assumptions and theories for language and linguistics.
These assumptions and theories will be seen as the bases of the school itself and they will
become an answer and a completion to the former schools. This chapter is specialized for
clarifications of the theories and assumptions of cognitive linguistics which constitutes of
three basic theories:

 Language is not an autonomous cognitive faculty
 Grammar is conceptualization
 Knowledge of language emerges from language use





Part two is provided to the readers under the title of (Comply with the
conceptualization of construal semantics). This is because within the school itself a
continuous concentration about the semantic part of language will be seen. Generally, this
part is about working on those principles that cognitive semantics had been constructed of.

Chapter two of this thesis could be seen as a theoretical as well as a practical chapter
and provided for analyzing types and genre of metonymy which have been divided into
three parts:

Metonymy has become an important subject to scholars in various scientific aspects.
Due to the importance of this subject, part one of this chapter has been provided to
introduce metonymy in various phases including logic, rhetoric, linguistic, and cognitive
linguistics; also it concentrates more on the blending theory in cognitive semantic.

Due to the frequent and general use plus the ability of speakers’ usage of
conceptualization, metonymy has become a mechanism for conceptualization for a better
understanding, and thus; metonymy and its different types will become a prior subject in
part two within this chapter. So five types of metonymy have been shown which are
phenomenal, organizational, quantitative, communal, and consequential metonymy. The
remained part of this chapter includes examples and analysis of the examples.

In part three another type of metonymy has been discussed which is perceptional
metonymy. It further composes of two types that are metaphtonymy and metonymical
metonymy which they report high level of conceptualization process.

Chapter three has been provided for metonymy in accordance with the nature of play
role in grammatical processes within language. The nature of working and reporting their
last parts of some grammatical processes are metonymical. For the sake of showing the
strategic and metonymical working of grammatical processes this chapter has been divided
into two different parts as follow:

Part one is dedicated for metonymy in a morphological linguistic processes. In this
part the ability of metonymy and the extent of contribution of metonymy in morphological
construction has been demonstrated.

Part two is metonymical structure of the sentence in which focuses on working on
quality of the natural contribution of metonymy in constricting sentences. This is for
demonstrating that how sentences and their construction metonymically reporting their
meaning in a way that their meaning are metonymically conceptualized.

The last but not least part of this thesis is its conclusion which consists of the crucial
results that the paper has bared of.


