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(ducation system pays attention to such research. The education directorate
n have @ specialized committee researching and reviewing the Kurdish
anguage teaching in schools. Moreover, limitations have been explained such

s lack of adequate Kurdish resources which has had a negative impact on

Kurdish planning in the education system.

Key words: The Kurdish language, language policy and planning, education,

school, Kurdistan Regional Government
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their historical framework. The findings can be summarized in the following
points: 1. The Kurdish language has been paid much attention to in the
education system of the Kurdistan Region, yet it needs more support

especially in places where it has to compete with English; 2. The corpora of
Kurdish language which consists of lexemes, graphology, grammar, and
syllabus design contain some errors and needs some reforms. Moreover, the
Kurdish language textbooks should be further simplified and demystified; 3.
Kurdish educational planning and design in general also need revision. For
instance, educating and training the teachers using modern methods can help
achieve this goal so that the Kurdish language could be taught and written in
the best way possible; 4. The education system in Kurdistan needs to be
democratized. To that end, the perspective of all parties involved in education,
such students, teachers and parents, should be taken more into consideration;
5. Teachers’ salaries should be increased because their living conditions can
influence the quality of education; 6. Different aspects in relation to language
planning can play a great role in the education system. However, the
government should assume more responsibility in this respect. Furthermore,
based on the findings of this thesis, some recommendations have been made
regarding the reforms of the status, cOrpus and acquisition of the Kurdish
language in the education system. For example, it is recommended that
courses on language policy and planning should be offered in universities so

that further research in this area can be carried out. It is also important that the

ii



Abstract

Over the last few years, a great number of literary figures and scholars
vave complained about the quantity and quality of Kurdish use in the
Kurdistan region, especially in the media, education and public administration
domains. This great concern has motivated this researcher to embark on an
academic study to investigate the extent to which those criticisms are related
o the education system. Based on the assumption that community members
learn how to use the standard and written language in school, this dissertation
has investigated how the education system in Kurdistan has managed or
manages the Kurdish language. Hence, theories vis-a-vis language policy and
planning have been reviewed and various definitions have been highlighted
and compared with one another. Furthermore, language policy and planning
ina few countries have been tackled, and the history of language planning and

policy in Iraq and Kurdistan have been discussed. Considering this

background and theories discussed, the research method is outlined.

Questionnaires were completed by students, teachers, parents, supervisors and

head teachers in three schools Of Hawler. Interviews have also been

“onducted with the director general of the curricula department affiliated with

the Ministry of Education. In order to better validate the findings of this

quesliﬂnnaire, Collected data have been analyzed using quantitative and

itat: ained ¢ ritiqued within
Yalitative methods, Then, the data have beer explained and critiq
> 7
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