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ABSTRACT

Stress patterns in Kurdish language is a significant field of phonology. This research is an attempt to
illustrate and analyze stress patterns in Kurdish language (Badini local dialect), as well as determining the
location of the main stress in word-level according to (the theory of metrical phonology by Hayes (1995)).
Stress, according to this theory, is a hierarchical structure for rhyme patterns, one syllable in a series of
syllables in the hierarchy is more prominent than its adjacent ones. Examples from speakers of the center
of Duhok accent have been analyzed with descriptive analytical method. Several aspects must be taken
into consideration in order to determine well-formed stress structures (foot type, boundedness and foot
direction, quantity sensitivity and extrametricality).

The main questions and suppositions of this research are: (Is the theory of metrical phonology (Hayes,
1995) applicable to Kurdish language or not? If yes, is it right-headed or left-headed? Is the domain
bounded or unbounded? Is foot construction from right to left or otherwise? Does syllable weigh affects
the position of stress or not? Are extrametricality and degenerate feet allowed or not? This, is achieved by
parsing samples into metrical feet presented in metrical trees and grids. Finally, the outcome shows the
applicability of Hayes’ new theory to primary and secondary stress patterns in Kurdish Badini accent.



